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Shane Roberts (right) and Robbie Crawford
discuss a CAD drawing.

Shane Roberts Makes It in

America

I

f you don’t think anything’s
still made in America, drop
in on RMI in Blountville and
ask for Shane Roberts.

Don’t be surprised when
he emerges from the group
of lathes and milling
machines that are rocking
the nondescript metal building
just off Muddy Creek Road, a
stone’s throw from the Northeast
State Community College campus.
Looking younger than his 29
years and dressed in a t-shirt and
shorts, he’s often mistaken for
an employee, but once he starts
talking, you’ll know he’s the man.
Shane, a former Northeast
State student, fixes you with a
focused gaze and launches into
a rapid history of his machining/
manufacturing business that is
gaining a reputation for innovative
CAD design and quality parts.
RMI’s list of clients includes
Eastman Chemical Co., Wysong
Enterprises, End Point Industries,
and Google. Yes, Google.
“We’ve been really lucky,” Shane
said. “Most of our business comes
from word of mouth. I usually just
go in to companies and introduce
myself and tell them what RMI has
to offer. Invariably, someone will
think of some work that need to be
done or problem that needs to be
solved and show it to me. Usually
that results in work.”
Shane said RMI’s genesis came
about eight years ago when he was

I

2 Spring 2013 I CareerFocus

racing cars and working as a server
at Cheddar’s. He was looking
for a way to subsidize his racing
interest, which was experiencing
fits and starts.
“You win some races and you have
money. Then you lose some and
you’re broke or you crash your car
and you’re really broke,” Shane
said.
Previously, he had worked parttime at a machine shop after
racking up some CAD classes at
Northeast State. Remembering
the equipment he’d worked on at
Northeast State, Shane decided to
buy a similar machine to make car
parts that he could sell to other
racers and use himself.
“I got on eBay – everything’s on
eBay – and there was a machine
just like Northeast State’s,” Shane
said. “I knew if I bought the
machine I could get solid training
on it at Northeast State. So with
some help from my father and
mother I bought it I and signed up
for a class.”
Shane worked for a while
producing parts for cars,
motorcycles, and go-karts,
eventually moving on the
commercial jobs for local companies
such as Allied Metals in Johnson
City, ADpma in Piney Flats, and
Wysong Enterprises in Blountille.
ADpma, for example, produces
parts for commercial airliners.
He also found that is CAD design
skills were gaining demand.

“When we were doing car parts,
people would have ideas and I
would complete the design for the
real part,” Shane said. “That’s just
continued as we’ve gained new
customers. Everyone has ideas of
what they want, but it is wide open
as to how it gets solved – so we
make that happen.”
By now, the business was
expanding, adding employees, and
doing pretty well, according to
Shane. And then, RMI caught a
huge break.
“I was playing music in a band
with this guy and his brother was a
software engineer for End Point, a
New York company doing contract
work for Google,” Shane said.
“Google hired them to start doing
system installations of something
called a Liquid Galaxy (a complex
HD video display). They needed
a supplier for all the mechanical
parts to these systems that they
were going to install for Google.”
At the time, it was too complex for
RMI, so Shane outsourced the work
and then hitched a trailer to his
mother’s car and hauled the project
to Google’s Manhattan offices.
Shane said he felt the initial
system had some design flaws
and that it could be consolidated
into a much more compact
system. He told this to Google
and the company was open to his
suggestions. He designed one for
free and Google liked the work an
ordered one system. Since then,

Shane Roberts (foreground) and
Robbie Crawford work on a project.

RMI has built more than a dozen of
the systems for Google.
“They ship straight to Germany
or to other places in Europe and
get installed in offices over there,”
Shane said. “We continue to
redesign them as well.”
About a year ago, RMI became an
official Google vendor when the
company was hired to work on a
research and development project.
While Shane can’t talk about the
project because of its proprietary
nature, RMI initially developed
one prototype and then produced
seven of the mechanical systems.
Shane said RMI then redesigned
the system and has 17 more in
production.
Shane currently has four
employees and he said expects to
add more when he can find time
to expand RMI’s currently facility.
He might even put a sign on the
building, which is now anonymous
except for the steady hum of people
making things in the U.S.A.
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How to Enroll in Classes at
Northeast State
Step 3: Apply for Financial Aid
To be considered for financial assistance from
the federal government and/or the State of
Tennessee, you must complete and submit the
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
online at www.fafsa.ed.gov. Students and their
parents (if dependent) should apply first for
a personal identification number (PIN) at
www.pin.ed.gov so that they can sign the form
electronically. (Northeast State’s school code
is 15005378). For more information about the
various types of financial aid available, go to
www.NortheastState.edu/FinancialAid.

Step 4: Apply for Scholarships/

Financial Assistance Through
Northeast State

Step 1: Apply for Admission
Apply online at www.NortheastState.edu/apply.
(You may also request an application by calling
423.323.0243, or emailing CollegeAnswers@
NortheastState.edu.)

Step 2: Complete Your

Admission File

The following items are required for admission
and must be submitted before you can register for
classes:
1. Completed application for admission with a
non-refundable $10 fee payable to Northeast
State.
2. Official high school transcript with graduation
date or official GED scores.
3. Official college transcripts, if applicable, from
each college attended.
4. Proof of immunization with two doses of
Measles, Mumps and Rubella (MMR) vaccine if
born after January 1, 1957.
5. Proof of immunization with two doses of the
Varicella (Chicken Pox) vaccine if born after
January 1, 1980.
6. Completed Northeast State Hepatitis B
Immunization Health History Form.
7. ACT or SAT scores if test was taken in the past
three years.

I

accessed via our Web site under Admissions. If
you register for classes after the due date, fees
are due the day you register. Registration is
incomplete until all tuition and fees are paid.
To meet education expenses, Northeast State
offers QuickPAY, a convenient payment plan.
To get more information about QuickPAY, select
the following links from our Web site: Students,
Institutional Cost, Payment Plan.
We no longer mail paper bills. Monthly bills will
be sent to your Northeast State email account or
can be viewed from your NORSTAR account. Bills
can be paid online or in the Business Office in
person or by mail.

Step 8: Purchase Your Books

To learn more about scholarships and other types
of assistance available from Northeast State, go
to www.NortheastState.edu/ScholarshipPrograms.
You must submit the FAFSA before applying for
aid through Northeast State.

The Bookstore on Northeast State’s main campus
in Blountville stocks textbooks and educational
supplies needed by students enrolled in an
academic program. The Bookstore also maintains
a supply of other items such as caps and shirts
imprinted with the college logo.

Step 5: Placement Testing

To purchase your books online, go to
www.nestatebooks.com.

You may be required to take a computerized
placement test designed to assist the institution
in placing you into the most appropriate courses.
The test covers basic skill areas in writing,
reading, and mathematics. For more information,
go online at www.NortheastState.edu/compass.

Step 6: Participate in Orientation
Once your admission file and any placement
testing have been completed, first time college
students will be required to participate in New
Student Orientation. During New Student
Orientation, you will meet with an academic
advisor and register for classes. Contact the Office
of Enrollment Services at 423.323.0229 to register
for a New Student Orientation session.

Step 7: Pay Your Bill
All fees are payable by the payment due date
listed in our Registration Guide which can be

Does Northeast State have
a safe campus?
In accordance with the College and University
Information Act of 1989 and the Students
Right to Know Act of 1990, Northeast State
Community College provides crime statistics
to students, prospective students, staff, faculty
and the general public. Crime statistics and the
Annual Security Report may be reviewed at
www.NortheastState.edu by clicking on Students
and then Campus Police and Safety. For more
information, please contact the office of Police and
Safety located in room C2401 (General Studies
Building) or call 423.323.0255.
If you have any questions, please contact the
Office of Enrollment Services at 423.323.0243 or
by e-mail at CollegeAnswers@NortheastState.
edu. We look forward to seeing you on
campus soon.

Questions about Admissions
or Advising?

Questions about Registration or
Financial Aid?

• Call Enrollment Services
at 423.323.0243 or e-mail
collegeanswers@NortheastState.edu.

• Call the office of Admissions and Records at
800.836.7822 or e-mail
admissions@NortheastState.edu.

• Visit the Northeast State Web site at
www.NortheastState.edu.

• Financial aid questions: visit
www.NortheastState.edu/FinancialAid.

• Call the Student Success Center
at 423.323.0214 or e-mail
advising@NortheastState.edu
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Get the Most Out of
Your FINANCIAL AID...

File Early!

T

he financial aid process
can seem complex,
but the following
information will keep
you on track. If you
have concerns or
questions, please call
the Northeast State
Financial Aid Office at 423.323.0252
and the staff can help walk you
through the process or e-mail
financialaid@NortheastState.edu
and staff will assist you via e-mail.
A new application for financial aid
must be filed for each academic
year as soon as possible after
January 1. Completed FAFSA (Free
Application for Federal Student Aid)
applications received by March 1
will receive priority consideration for
limited financial aid funds. However,
Tennessee State Assistance Awards
(TSAA) are available only to
Tennessee residents whose financial
aid application is received and
processed soon after January 1.

Requirements
To be eligible to apply for State
and federally funded aid programs,
you must meet the following
requirements:
•

•
•

•

•

I

U.S. citizen, U.S. national, U.S.
permanent residency who has
an I-151, I-551, or I-551C or
refugee. If you are not in one
of these categories, you may
view more guidelines posted in
the Guide to Federal Student
Aid at www.studentaid.
ed.gov in the Glossary Section
http://studentaid.ed.gov/
PORTALSWebApp/students/
english/Glossary.jsp.
Regular high school diploma or
successful GED.
Social Security number (name
on FAFSA application must
match the Social Security card).
No convictions for possession/
sale of illegal drugs while
enrolled in college.
Selective Service registration for
males 18 to 25 years of age.

4 Spring 2013 I CareerFocus

Free Application for
Federal Student Aid
By completing the FAFSA, you are
applying for the Federal Pell Grant,
Federal Supplemental Educational
Opportunity Grant (SEOG), Federal
Work-Study (FWS), Tennessee
Student Assistance Award (TSAA),
Tennessee Education Lottery
Scholarship (TELS) and some
institutional and local scholarships.
•

Include Northeast State’s
Federal School Code Number
005378.

Where to Use PIN

•

Submit your FAFSA information
at www.fafsa.gov.

•

All students must obtain
a Personal Identification
Number (PIN) at www.PIN.
ed.gov to electronically “sign”
a submitted FAFSA. A parent
must also obtain a PIN to sign a
dependent student’s application.

Students may use a PIN at the
following Department of Education
web sites:
•

FAFSA on the Web:
http://www.fafsa.gov. The PIN
may be used to electronically
“sign” a submitted FAFSA,
obtain a copy of a processed
FAFSA, complete a Renewal

FAFSA, and submit corrections
to a processed FAFSA.
•

The National Student Loan
Data System: http://www.
nslds.ed.gov. This site provides
a history of federal student
financial aid received.

Student Aid Report (SAR)
The SAR is the notice of eligibility
from the federal government for

www.NortheastState.edu I Northeast State Community College
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A new
application for
financial aid
must be filed for
each academic
year as soon as
possible after
January 1.

New service provided by Financial Aid Office
Bring in these 13 items and the Financial Aid office will assist you in completing the financial aid application
online. Students will get a quicker response on their eligibility and the application will be more accurate, saving
time later to make corrections.

1

The studentís Northeast State ID number as generated by submission of the Northeast State Application
for Admission.

2

Copy of 2011 Tax Returns for the 2012-13 FAFSA and/or 2012 Tax Returns for the 2013-2014 FAFSA.
Dependent students must bring student and parent(s) taxes. Independent students must bring student/
spouse taxes. Please be prepared to grant permission to the IRS to import your tax information to your
FAFSA. *If you have not completed your 2012 taxes, you can still submit your 2013-2014 FAFSA.

3

Copy of 2011 W2s for the 2012-2013 FAFSA and/or a copy of 2012 W2s for the 2013-2014 FAFSA.
Dependent students must bring student and parent(s) W2s. Independent students must bring student/
spouse W2s. **For questions regarding dependent or independent status, please contact the Financial
Aid Help Center**

4

List of all untaxed income received in the household, child support, VA disability, workerís compensation,
housing allowances, IRA accounts, etc.

To be considered for the Federal
Work-Study Program, students
must complete a Federal WorkStudy Application at http://www.
northeaststate.edu/financial_aid/
FederalWorkStudyApplication.pdf
and submit it to the Financial Aid
Office.

5

List of child support paid out for a child and the childís name.

6

FAFSA PIN (Personal Identification Number). If a dependent student, parent must also have a FAFSA
PIN number. A PIN may also be obtained during the appointment.

7

Social Security card.

Verification

8

If a dependent student, the student must know or have the parental date of marriage/divorce, date of
residency, birth dates, and parental Social Security numbers.

9

If a ward of the court, the student must bring court documentation.

the Federal Pell Grant and the basis
for eligibility for other need-based
student aid programs.

Federal Work-Study Program

The federal government selects a
percentage of all aid applicants for
a process called verification. If your
FAFSA is selected for verification, you
must submit all documents requested
by the Financial Aid Office.

10

If an orphan, the student must submit documentation.

11

If food stamps are received in the household, the student must bring Department of Human Services
certification.

12

If the student or parents have stocks, bonds, CDs, trust fund, real estate, partnerships, etc., please have
the net value (fair market value ñ debt = net value) of each.

13

Student and parent e-mail addresses.

No mailed, e-mailed, or faxed copies of the above items can be accepted by the Financial Aid Help Center. All
documentation must be supplied by the student at the time of the appointment.
The Financial Aid Help Center is located in Room F103 of the Faculty Office Building on Northeast Stateís
main campus in Blountville. Contact 423.354. or 423.354.5153 or fahelpcenter@northeaststate.edu for more
information.

I
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“The group setting gives you the
back and forth communication
that helps look at the subject and
understand how everyone else
learns it,” said Hodges, a Nursing
major.
Lockhart added the rotating roles
meant every student became a
pseudo-professor for the group.
“What we are doing here is
stimulating the student’s brain,”
explained Lockhart, professor of
biology at Northeast State. “One
student acts as the professor with
the other students learning from
them. The role of professor then
moves on to another student who
must take on the role of teacher.”
Rita Muller heard about the tutoring
opportunities in Dr. Lockhart’s A&P
I class. She jumped at the chance
to improve her knowledge of the
subject.

The cure for the
common classroom?

More myelinization!

A

Friday morning in the
TRiO Student Support
Services lab finds four
groups of Anatomy
and Physiology
students studying and
working together with
a tutor. Northeast
State faculty members Dr. Brent
Lockhart and Dale Ledford circle the
classroom giving their time assisting
tutors and furthering discussions.
But the session belongs to the
students.
“To learn it is better to say
something than to read it,” explains
Theron Booher, a Northeast State
student and tutor who volunteers
his time every Friday morning this
fall to help fellow A&P students.
“This method teaches students how
to study and learn outside of class.”
Tutors lead groups of three to four
students on a variety of anatomy
and physiology topics. The tutors
explain anatomy while connecting
the subject to a visual cue such
as moving their arms or legs to
demonstrate the aspects of anatomy.
Each student gets a turn in the role
of professor guiding his or her group.
Given the sheer amount of
information students must learn,

I
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Anatomy and Physiology ranks as
the most challenging subject healthrelated professions majors face
during the first year of college. The
subject is divided into two semester
long sections and is required for all
health-related professions majors.
TRiO hosts the Anatomy and
Physiology tutoring session at the
TRiO Lab in the General Studies
Building. TRiO Director Teressa
Dobbs suggested moving the A&P
tutoring sessions to the TRiO Lab
earlier this year. The thought
helps TRiO students enrolled in
health-related majors and give A&P
students a set time and place to get
tutoring assistance.

develops a student’s understanding
of a subject.
April Hodges, a TRiO student taking
part in the tutoring sessions, said
the group learning environment
not only gave her a more intense
understanding of anatomy
definitions but how they worked as
a system. As the first member of
her family poised to earn a college
degree, Hodges also praised TRiO for
helping her adjust to college life.

“The tutoring has been really
helpful,” said Muller, a Surgical
Technology major. “One thing
I really like is learning the
information in a different way and
understanding how everyone’s style
of learning differs and how we all
learn from each other.”
The TRiO Student Support Services
program is a federally funded grant
program designed to provide an
array of free services to limited
number of eligible students each
academic year. Lockhart said the
program’s willingness to lend their
space and time was instrumental
to his department’s work with
students.
“If you want to know something,
teach it,” he said. “This is what we
are doing, and TRiO is making that
possible.”
Thomas Wilson

“We volunteer our time, TRiO
allows us to use their lab, and the
students get a place to increase their
knowledge through each other,”
explained Lockhart.
Booher referred to the tutoring
process as “more myelinization.”
Defined in Dorland’s Medical
Dictionary, myelinization is the act
of adding myelin sheath around
nerve fiber. The result is a faster,
cleaner movement of information
across the nerves synapses – a
good analogy of how group tutoring
shares information with peers and

Students in the TRiO Student Support Services lab discuss study techniques for
anatomy and physiology.

www.NortheastState.edu I Northeast State Community College
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What are Soft Skills and
Why are They So Important?

S

ometimes the best tools
for your career are those
that you gain outside
of the rigors of the
classroom.

Known simply as soft
skills, they are the
abilities and traits that
relate to personality, attitude, and
behavior. They are important in
getting, and keeping, a job.
“Employers are coming to us and
saying ‘we’re looking for people with
soft skills that know how to get to
work on time, dress appropriately,
and conduct themselves
professionally,’” said Marquita Tittle,
director of Northeast State’s Office
of Career Services. “Without soft
skills, it’s almost impossible to land
– or keep - a job nowadays.”
Good examples of soft skills include
• Time management

• Creativity
• Communication skills
• Problem solving skills
• Positive attitude
• Flexibility
You should emphasize your soft
skills strengths on resumes, cover
letters and during job interviews,
Tittle said. While these abilities
might seem too simple to point
out, they can mean the difference
between two applicants who have
similar backgrounds.
“Candidates who convincingly
display these skills are always going
to have a sizable edge in the hiring
process,” Tittle said.
A good way to gauge your soft
skill level is to think about ways
that illustrate your abilities to
communicate, solve problems, and
deal with conflict. For example:

• Leadership

I
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• Describe a difficult boss or
employee you had to work
with and how you handled the
situation.
• Describe a time when you worked
with a team and how your
contributions contributed to the
team’s success.
• Tell how you prioritize your
time and activities, and discuss
a specific time when you to
rearrange your schedule when an
emergency arose.
Once you land a job, keep your
soft skills at the forefront. Tittle
said employers view these
characteristics as essential to the
success of an employee:
• Problem solving – think logically,
creatively, and be open to new
ideas.
• Ethical behavior – be honest,
respectful, and treat others as you
wish to be treated.

• Work ethic – arrive on time, work
hard, and meet deadlines.
• Team work – cooperate, pull your
weight, and work for the good of
all.
“It’s important to evaluate yourself
and ask: ‘Would you hire you?’” Tittle
said. “Once you have identified your
strengths, work on those areas of
improvement. That will improve
your interviews and, once you’re
hired, make you more valuable as an
employee.”
Tittle said the Career Services
Office offers workshops throughout
the year to help applicants get
up-to-speed with resume writing,
interviewing, and career fair
networking. To schedule an
appointment with Career Services,
contact the Career Services
office at 423.354.5167 or
careersvcs@northeaststate.edu.
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Communication and Change
Communicators must be flexible and adaptive to stay current

T

he way people access
information and
communicate seems to
change almost daily.
More than ever, smart
phones and tablets are
the go-to sources of
information, displacing

traditional broadcast and print
media.
Nonetheless, in spite of changes
in technology, there will always
be a need for communicators who
can provide relevant content in
appealing formats. For students
looking for jobs in broadcast media,
advertising, journalism, marketing
and public relations, it means a
much broader skill set is needed to
be attractive to employers.
Gary Potter, associate professor
of Speech at Northeast State
Community College, calls these
new communicators “mediaists” –
meaning those with know how to
write for print, shoot video, create
social media content, manage a
blog, and code HTML. The skills are
far beyond what was demanded of
journalists or PR specialists in the
past.
“You’re not going to be able to do
your job without an understanding
of technology and the different forms
of communications,” said Potter
who heads the Advertising and
Public Relations, and Broadcasting
programs at Northeast State. “In
our programs, we are job-focused
and teach the skills that the market
demands.”

I
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To ensure his students have what
it takes to compete in the job
market, Potter puts his students
to work on projects that give them
hands-on experience. Students
may find themselves working on
a PR campaign for the College,
producing a news clip for YouTube
use, creating a music video, or
interviewing sources for Direction
Northeast, the College’s 30-minute
news program.
“They make mistakes, they break
things, but they learn how to adapt
and think on their feet,” Potter

said. “It’s a huge advantage in that
first and second year students get
to do things that only upper level
students do at four-year schools.”
In addition, Potter said, they
discover early on about whether
communication is the right major
and career field for them.
“The last thing I want is a student
going through two to four years of
school and then getting a chance to
do a campaign or project and finding
out the field isn’t right for them,”
Potter said.

www.NortheastState.edu I Northeast State Community College

I

800.836.7822

And now, here’s Slater Teague with the weather

W

ith the help of technology,
Northeast State
Broadcasting major Slater
Teague has turned his
interest in meteorology into a multimedia venture that features a Web
site, a Facebook page, and streaming
video.
Slater said he first became intrigued
by weather after seeing the movie
Twister, which featured storm
chasers and the research done to
learn about tornadoes and severe
weather.
“Ever since seeing the movie,
I’ve been big on weather and
forecasting,” said Slater, a 2009
graduate of Sullivan South High
School. “About four years ago, I
started easttennesseeweather.com
with a simple HTML site, radar, and
graphics.”
Slater said his interest in ham
radio and SKYWARN, a volunteer
program of trained severe weather
spotters, has helped him network
with other amateur forecasters and
spotters – including a graduate
student in meteorology - to beef up
expertise on his site.

Potter praises the support his
department receives; noting technology
resources include a digital studio, highdefinition video cameras, 14 video
editing stations, and an audio board just
like the one at legendary Sun Records in
Memphis. In addition, the department’s
studio has a green screen for weather
forecasts and a modern news desk was
recently donated by a local TV station.

Slater also puts social media
to work when he’s forecasting.
He said Facebook is perfect
for interacting with the
community and followers enjoy
posting photos and comments
about the weather.

“We formed a team and
everyone is mostly an
amateur, but we’ve studied a
lot of independent courses on
meteorology and forecasting,
so we know the gist of things
and know how to interpret
computer models and create
graphics of the information.”

“We have nearly 1,200 likes on
Facebook,” Slater said. “Our
site has really taken off in the
last three years.”

Slater said his choice of
broadcasting as a major has
definitely helped him improve
the professionalism of his site
and given him experience in
delivering forecasts before the
camera.
“I’ve learned a lot about how
to design graphics and make
them look appealing and easy
to read – it’s surprisingly
more difficult than it seems,”
Slater said. “We want our site to
look professional because we’re
competing with TV stations like
WCYB and WJHL. Also, the course
in media writing taught me how to
say things so people can easily scan
and get the gist of information.”
Another thing Slater likes about
the Northeast State Broadcasting

program is immediate hands-on
experience.
“I’ve talked with students at fouryear schools that don’t touch, or get
in front of, a camera for the first two
years,” Slater said. “I’m really glad I
went to Northeast State, Mr. (Gary)
Potter is a great teacher and we
have nice facilities and equipment
that we get to use right-off-the-bat.”

Northeast State’s communication programs prepare students to enter the fields of advertising broadcasting,
public relations, marketing, and journalism. The curriculum includes general education and other selected
courses typically required in a baccalaureate degree program.

Advertising/Public Relations

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics, media and communications
occupations are expected to remain
healthy in the coming years. While
job opportunities for broadcast and
print journalists may get tighter,
other communication occupations
such as public relations specialists,
photographers, video editors, camera
operators, and technical writers can
expect to find good opportunities.

Broadcasting

I

Slater is already attending East
Tennessee State University and
majoring in broadcasting and
minoring in political science. He’ll
graduate this spring from Northeast
State with an associate degree in
Broadcasting.

Northeast State Programs

While it may seem like a scary time to
dip a toe in the communications pond,
students shouldn’t be discouraged
from following their interests in public
relations, advertising, marketing, and
other related fields.

“The thing to realize is that all
types of companies, organizations,
and institutions have a need for
communications,” Potter said. “There are
opportunities for those individuals who
have a wide variety of skills.”

Slater said he spends about
one hour a day checking
weather patterns and updating
five-day forecasts. During
times of severe weather, he’ll
be online for hours until the
threat has passed. Recently, he
was at his post from 5 p.m. to 1
a.m., riding out a storm.

The university parallel program in Advertising/Public Relations is designed for individuals who intend
to complete the first two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer
to a four-year college or university to complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Advertising/Public
Relations. Emphasis courses include Introduction to Mass Communication, Media Writing, Advertising
Graphics, Introduction to Public Relations, and Advertising Principles.

The university parallel program in Broadcasting is designed for individuals who intend to complete the
first two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year
college or university to complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Broadcasting. Emphasis courses
include Introduction to Mass Communications, Media Writing, Introduction to Electronic Media, Television
Production, Broadcast Application, Radio Television News, and Audio Production.

Mass Communication
The university parallel program in Mass Communication is designed for individuals who intend to
complete the first two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to
a four-year college or university to complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Mass Communication.
Emphasis courses include Introduction to Mass Communication, Media Writing, Mass Communication
electives, and general electives outside of Mass Communication.

800.836.7822 Northeast State Community College I www.NortheastState.edu
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Credit for Life

and Work

Northeast Offers Prior Learning Assessment Opportunity

N

ortheast State
Community College
now offers students
the opportunity to earn
college credit for prior
life/work experiences.

The College signed
an agreement in fall
2012 with the Council for Adult
and Experiential Learning (CAEL)
to evaluate work experience,
professional training, military
training, or other types of knowledge
and determine if it qualifies for
college-level credit.
Through this process – known as
prior learning assessment (PLA) students may be able earn as many
as 12 hours of credit toward a degree
or certificate at Northeast State.
“Previously, we had no avenue
for students to earn credit for
experiential learning,” said Billy
Benton, Northeast State’s registrar
for Admissions and Records. “For
those that qualify, especially older
students, it’s a great opportunity to
help them complete their degrees
quicker, and save time and money.”
Benton said Tennessee Higher
Education Commission met with
community colleges and universities
more than a year ago to put a
system in place that would provide
a consistent PLA evaluation process.

Ultimately, CAEL, a non-profit
education and training company,
was recommended to provide
assistance with PLA.
The process involves a free advising
session with CAEL to determine if a
student has sufficient experience to
pursue credit in a particular subject
area. Students who clear that step
enroll in a self-paced, non-credit,
online portfolio development course.
The $129 course teaches student
how to prepare a portfolio that
reflects knowledge in a particular
subject area. Benton said students
generally complete a portfolio within
six to eight weeks.
Portfolios are submitted to expert
faculty members from across the
U.S. who examine the nature and
extent of each student’s experiential
learning. The portfolio review fee is
$250.

only $379, which is much less than
tuition and fees for a full semester.”

After review – typically two to three
weeks - the evaluator recommends
the amount of college credit to be
awarded. Ultimately, any credit
awarded is placed on an American
Council of Education (ACE)
transcript, which is universally
accepted by higher education
institutions.

Benton said the initiative dovetails
with the state’s Complete College
Tennessee Act of 2010, which ties
funding to retention and graduation
rates. A recent CAEL survey
showed students with prior learning
assessment credits experienced
graduation rates two and a half
times higher than students without
it. These students also had higher
persistence rates and completed
their degree faster. Also, the data
showed that students at two-year
institutions average 10.3 credits
through PLA.

“Pricewise, it’s a great value,”
Benton said. “A student may be
able to get 12 hours of credit for

Benton said another benefit of the
CAEL system is that it provides
colleges and universities with

an objective way to evaluate
experiential learning, taking the
pressure off schools to assess
portfolios and portfolio credit.
“It takes the institution out of the
evaluating process. All we’re doing
is providing the student a roadmap
to CAEL,” Benton said. “If the
student receives credit, we get the
ACE transcript, and then follow
our normal processes. It’s very nice
because it takes subjectivity out of
the mix.”
For more information, visit www.
learningcount.org or contact
Billy Benton at bcbenton@
NortheastState.edu or 423.354.2405.
Bob Carpenter

College adds Automotive Body/Collision Repair A.A.S. degree

N

ortheast State’s Advanced
Technologies Division has
announced the addition
of a new concentration in
Automotive Body/Collision Repair
within the existing Associate of
Applied Science in Industrial
Technology. The 60-hour program

will offer classes starting in fall
2013.
Students will receive state-of-the-art
training in areas such as welding,
metal fabrication, refinishing,
auto painting, body and chassis
electronics, computer and engine
controls, and repair estimation.
The College currently offers a
21-hour technical certificate in
Auto Body Service Technology
and students who finish, or have
finished, the certificate may transfer
those hours into the A.A.S. program.
“This really takes the program
to another level for our students
and opens up more opportunities
for advancement in the auto body
industry,” said Sam Rowell, dean
of Advanced Technologies. “The

I
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additional general education,
estimating and management, and
quality and inspection courses
will give students added value as
employees.”
The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
estimates that employment of
automotive body technicians is
expected to grow 19 percent from
2010 to 2020 and “those with
formal training and industry
certification should have very good
job opportunities.”
The program is housed at the
Pal Barger Regional Center for
Automotive Programs, 337 W. Center
St. in downtown Kingsport. The
facility, which opened in February
of 2012, has two classrooms, two
offices, 14 workstations, four virtual

paint stations, a large shop area,
and a state-of-the-art paint booth.
The building is the fifth facility at
Northeast State at Kingsport. Other
buildings include the Kingsport
Center for Higher Education, the
Regional Center for Advanced
Manufacturing, the Regional
Center for Health Professions, and
the Regional Center for Applied
Technology.
Students interested in admission to
the Auto Body Service Technology
program may contact the Office
of Admissions and Records at
800.836.7822 or e-mail admissions@
NortheastState.edu.

www.NortheastState.edu I Northeast State Community College
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provides inside track on campus life

H

igher education can
be a mysterious and
challenging place for
students. Navigating
financial aid forms,
registration, or even
where to park can
create frustrating
barriers to college success.
To make students more confident
and college-ready, College Access
Programs at Northeast State
Community College will again offer
its three-day CAMP COLLEGE
which introduces students to the ins
and outs of college life.
“The objective is to orient, educate,
and inspire students to connect with
the resources that will make them
successful in their initial semester
of college,” said Megan Charles, a
counselor with Northeast State’s
College Transitions Program.
Campers will meet with admissions
representatives, counselors, tutors,
and business office personnel to
learn the details of maintaining
status as a student. Campers are
brought up-to-speed on D2L online
learning, how to access MyNortheast
online services, and where offices
and resources are located on
campus. On the last day of camp,
students will receive academic
advising and register for classes.

In addition, campers will participate
in a learning style inventory to
help them understand the ways
they learn best and how to get
supplemental help with mastering
course material.
One of the most useful benefits of
the camp is the chance to bond with
other students and staff members to
create a network of support.
“It takes students from different
high schools, brings them together,
and creates a cohort,” said Erika
Adams, director of College Access
Programs. “It lets them create their
own little support group and that’s
hugely powerful.”
Adams said last summer’s CAMP
COLLEGE cohort has a 96
percent retention rate through two
semesters and the average GPA
for former campers is 3.0, which is
higher than the at-large Northeast
State student population.
“They connect with us on a regular
basis – not only if they have a crisis
or are stressed – but also just to
check in and update us on what
they’re doing,” Adams said. “They
have a social connection on campus
and that has meant a lot to their
commitment to the process. We
expect to see increased completion
and retention because of the
relationships that are built.”

In addition, Adams said several
cohort members were able to
take care of - or progress toward
- learning support requirements,
bringing themselves up-to-speed
academically for college-level work.
CAMP COLLEGE participants also
earn an hour of college credit in only
three days for EDUC 1010 – College
Success. Normally, that would
require a half-semester of class
attendance.
Participants have to be admitted
as students to Northeast State
and enrolled in any of Northeast
State’s College Access Programs
to attend the camp. These include
the Workforce Investment Act
Youth Grant Program, College
Mentor Corps, GEAR UP, or
College Transitions Program.
There will be three CAMP
COLLEGE sessions this summer:
June 17-19, July 23-25, and July
30 – Aug. 1 – all on the Blountville
campus, 2425 Highway 75. The
sessions will run from 8:30 a.m. –
4:30 p.m. each day.
The camp is free and each session is
limited to 20 students. Participants
are admitted on a first comefirst served basis, Adams said.
Participants will receive course
materials, a planner, a camp t-shirt,
meals, and a backpack with assorted
college survival gear.

college mentors at area high schools.
High schools include DobynsBennett, Sullivan East, Sullivan
Central, Sullivan South, Sullivan
North, Tennessee High, Unaka,
Happy Valley, Elizabethton, Johnson
County, Unicoi County, Daniel
Boone, David Crockett, and Science
Hill. Other students interested
in signing up may pick up an
application from the College Access
office (Room C2301, General Studies
Building) on the Blountville campus.
Adams said Northeast State also
envisions providing a summer
enrichment program for high
school juniors. The program is
currently under development
and will be based on a business
entrepreneurship model to aid
students in making career choices.
The program will have 40 slots and
be similar in structure to CAMP
COLLEGE.
Funding for CAMP COLLEGE
is provided through two grants;
the Workforce Investment Act InSchool Youth Grant supplied by the
Alliance for Business and Training
and the College Access Challenge
Grant supplied by the Tennessee
Higher Education Commission.
Any student interested in more
information about CAMP COLLEGE
can contact the College Access
Programs office at 423.323.0223 or
CollegeAccess@NortheastState.edu.

Interested students may pick up an
application from Northeast State

I
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Funding announced for
Emerging Technologies Complex

G

ov. Bill Haslam visited
the Northeast State
campus Feb. 1, praising
the College’s proposed
Emerging Technologies
Complex as “one of
the most significant
investments in capital
we will make this year.”
Gov. Haslam noted the complex
in his recent State-of-the-State
address that envisioned substantial
emphasis and progress in K-12 and
postsecondary education.
Gov. Haslam touched on his “Drive
to 55” initiative, a campaign to raise
the number of Tennesseans who
hold two- and four-year degrees to
55 percent by 2025. Currently, only
32 percent of residents have earned
a college degree. He noted that
projections show 55 percent of all
new jobs will require a degree.

“This is an historic day for
Northeast State. The building has
been on the capital outlay list for
more than 15 years, so it’s been
a long time in coming,” said Dr.
Janice Gilliam, Northeast State
president. “It’s a very competitive
process and we feel very fortunate
that it’s moved up the list and
received approval. The two buildings
that house advanced technologies
instruction have simply run out of
space, making it difficult to expand
enrollment and offer new programs.”
Approximately $35 million
has been allocated for the new
complex by the Tennessee Board of
Regents and the Tennessee Higher
Education Commission. The facility
will accommodate Business and
Advanced Technologies programs

such as computer science, business
management, office administration,
automotive service, motorsports,
electrical, HVAC, electromechanical,
manufacturing engineering,
machining, engineering design, and
welding and metal fabrication.
Planning for new programs includes
culinary arts, entertainment
technology, complex construction,
energy specialist, health informatics
(as part of Office Administration
Technology), and horticulture/
agriculture. All new programs would
have to be developed, and approved
by TBR.
Northeast State’s main campus
has a significant need for more
space, as indicated by the master
planning process. By fall 2016, it

“The focus on emerging technologies
is where we have to be going as a
state,” Gov. Haslam said. “We’re not
just here because it was Northeast
State’s turn to be funded or that Lt.
Gov. Ron Ramsey lives down the
road. We’re here because this project
fits with what we’re trying to do.”
Northeast State Community College
envisions the complex will house the
Business and Advanced Technologies
Divisions. The building is part of
the College’s 2013 Master plan,
which addresses critical workforce
development needs of business and
industry.

I
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Gov. Bill Haslam talks to the media about Northeast State’s $35 million Emerging
Technologies Complex.

is projected the College will need
more than twice the amount of space
than currently available on the
Blountville campus. Lab space needs
are also projected to grow at a faster
rate than classroom space needs,
likely due to increasing needs for
technology in the classroom and the
projected increase in enrollment in
technical education courses.
The complex is estimated to have
nearly 130,000 of net square footage
and will replace the oldest buildings
on campus, which were built in the
1960s and early 1970s. The current
inadequate and outdated facilities
are beyond restoration and will be
demolished.
Under TBR and THEC guidelines,
community colleges must provide a
10 percent local match for capital
outlay projects, with Tennessee
Technologies Centers and
universities providing a 5 percent
and 25 percent match, respectively.
“Efforts will focus on state-of-theart labs, classrooms, technology,
and equipment to stay on the
forefront of educational instruction,”
Dr. Gilliam said. “The College is
planning for additional facilities
that will enhance student learning
and engagement to support
retention and student success.
These initiatives will promote the
basic pillars of our mission and the
Complete College TN Act, ACCESS,
COMPLETION, and COMMUNITY.”

www.NortheastState.edu I Northeast State Community College
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Northeast State Comes to Bristol

N

ortheast State
Community College
has received approval
from the Tennessee
Board of Regents to
bring higher education
to downtown Bristol.

The College’s new
teaching site is located at 620 State
Street, location of the former H.P.
King Building. J. Allen Hurley,
president of Vision, LLC and former
CEO of Touchstone Wireless,
recently purchased the property
from the City of Bristol and has
proceeded with plans to make the
facility a downtown attraction.
The facility will be known as City
Central.
The building has multiple-sized
venues for events and the 620 State
Restaurant & Venue is located on
the first floor.
“This plan is a commitment to drive
the growth of downtown Bristol
and make higher education more
convenient for area residents,” said
Hurley, a Northeast State alumnus.
“The project has generated a lot of
excitement as we seek to create a
more prosperous downtown.”
Northeast State is leasing 15,979
square-feet of third-floor space to
house classrooms and offices. All
classrooms will be equipped with

I

technology program that will
mesh with Bristol’s “Birthplace
of Country Music” brand. The
program would focus on equipping
students with sound, lighting, and
rigging skills, which could be used
in performances, hotels, churches,
theaters, and
other related
venues.

Bristol and Northeast State saying
he hopes the effort will further revitalize the downtown area, as well
as spark similar endeavors.

Northeast
State President
Dr. Janice
Gilliam said the
College plans
to offer twoyear associate
degrees,
certificates,
Workforce
Development
Training, and
GED/Adult
Education at
the site and
is seeking
partnerships
with other area higher education
institutions including Virginia
Highlands Community College, King
College, and East Tennessee State
University.

“We are very
excited to
announce that
620 State Street
is Northeast
State’s new
teaching site in
Bristol,” said Dr.
Gilliam. “We’ve
been working
on this project
at the state and
local level for
two years and
we are very
appreciative
of the support
we’ve received
from the
Chamber, the City, and other state
and local leaders. We especially
appreciate Allen Hurley’s support,
through his leadership and funding
to set up this great facility.”

The Northeast State at Bristol
Advisory Board met Feb. 22 with
Northeast State officials to discuss
and tour the site which houses
classroom and office space that
melds features of the vintage
building with modern construction.
All classrooms will be equipped with
multimedia facilities and wired for
interactive television broadcasts to
capture local and remote instruction.

Northeast State officials also are
planning to offer an entertainment

Hurley complimented the spirit of
cooperation exhibited by the City of

multimedia facilities and wired for
interactive television broadcasts to
capture local and remote instruction.
The College is offering several minimester courses this spring and will
announce summer classes at a later
date. Initial
enrollment
is estimated
at 100-200
students.

“This plan is a
commitment to
drive the growth
of downtown
Bristol and
make higher
education more
convenient for
area residents.”

800.836.7822 Northeast State Community College I www.NortheastState.edu

“It’s great to see people on the same
page and moving toward a common
goal,” Hurley said. “This will make
for a stronger downtown and a
better quality of life for residents.”

“This is a great day for Bristol,
a great day for Northeast State,”
Hurley said. “Northeast State
has made a name for itself with
partnerships and this is just one
more step. Everyone at the College
is so willing to resolve issues, move
forward, build things – that’s very
admirable.”
For more information about the
facility, contact Dr. Keith Young
at 423.354.5237 or ckyoung@
NortheastState.edu.
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A commitment to serve:
Altheria Davis at Northeast State

A

ltheria Davis counts
herself as many
things: college student,
veteran, wife, mother,
and woman with a
vision to improve
public health access
in the region. So with
carrying the usual responsibilities
of a non-traditional student, Davis
was thrilled to receive the R. Wade
Powers Book Scholarship this
year through the Northeast State
Community College Foundation.

“It was so beneficial to me to receive
this scholarship,” said Davis. “Any
scholarship is so encouraging for a
student to drive you forward.”
As a University Parallel major at
Northeast State, Davis is poised
to complete her associate degree
requirements this summer. She
said the personal relationships she
had developed with faculty and
fellow students made her time at
Northeast State special.
“You are not looked at as a number,
and you’re not thrown into a group
of 1,000 students in a classroom,”
said Davis of Northeast State. “You
get a feel for being independent as
student and still feel supported by
your instructors.”
Davis graduated from Smiths
Station High School in Alabama.
After graduating she opted to join
the United State Army. She served
her country as an active duty army
medic for three years and active
reservist for three more. As Davis
was already interested in the health
care as a career, her experience as
an army medic fueled her desire
to carry on in the field after her
military service.
“I knew that if could learn the skills
the Army had designated for me
that when I became a civilian I could
build on what I had learned,” said
Davis.

of Northeast State’s office of Career
Services who matched Davis’s skills,
her interest in healthcare with her
most logical career choices.
Davis received the book scholarship
established by former Northeast
State president Dr. Wade Powers
and his wife. She had the
opportunity to meet Dr. Powers
at the Foundation’s scholarship
reception held in December. The
scholarship provides the recipient
with money for textbooks.
After earning her bachelor’s degree,
Davis has an even bigger goal. She
plans to join forces with a nurse
practitioner and establish a mobile
care center to serve the poor and
indigent population of Southwest
Virginia while continuing her
education.
“The need in the area is great,” she
said. “I want to eventually earn
my Ph.D. in Public Health while I
can serve the population that lacks
health care services.”
She moved to the Tri-Cities area
six years ago and now resides
in Kingsport with her husband,
Willie, and their two sons, ages 13
and 11. Davis said enrolling at
Northeast State made perfect sense
for traditional and non-traditional
students.
“There are a huge number of things
you can do with your interests,”
said Davis. “Don’t let yourself get
overwhelmed, but stay steadily
moving toward your goal.”

Altheria Davis

Thomas Wilson

“It was so beneficial to me to
receive this scholarship. Any
scholarship is so encouraging
for a student to drive you
forward.”

She plans to seek her bachelor’s
degree in Public Health at East
Tennessee State University. She
initially met with representatives

I
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Your
Future
Awaits

There are endless possibilities with more than 130 programs of
study available. Start here and you can earn an associate degree or
certificate, or complete two years of courses that will transfer almost
anywhere.
More than half of all Northeast State students receive financial aid,
so there’s a good chance you qualify. Between Tennessee state aid,
federal aid, and private scholarship, there’s a lot of help available.
Northeast State admissions, financial aid, and faculty advisors are
here to guide you through the application and registration process.
There is some paperwork involved, but we’re here to make sure you’ll
be on your way in no time.

Northeast State Community College A-Z
Behavioral and Social Sciences
Advertising/Public Relations
AA and AS
The university parallel program in Advertising/Public Relations is designed for individuals who intend to complete
the first two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or
university to complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Advertising/Public Relations.

Broadcasting
AS
The university parallel program in Broadcasting is designed for individuals who intend to complete the first two
years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or university to
complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Broadcasting.

Public Safety and Justice Administration:
Crime Mapping and Analysis
AAS
The Crime Mapping and Analysis program is designed to prepare individuals for a career in the field of public safety
and criminal justice. The program is structured to provide a course of study that includes GIS technology and other
knowledge and skills identified as necessary for the occupation of law enforcement and public safety or related
fields.

Early Childhood Education
AAS and Certificate*
The Early Childhood Education degree program is designed to prepare individuals for employment in the career
fields of early childhood education, childcare, and early childhood development.
The Early Childhood Development certificate program is designed to prepare individuals to work with infant/toddlers
and other pre-school-aged children and their families in a variety of childcare provider settings/agencies.

Public Safety and Justice Administration:
Forensic Science
AAS
The Forensic Science program is designed to prepare graduates
for employment to work with a team of criminal justice personnel
to collect crime scene evidence; to assist in receiving, processing,
and tracking evidence; and to assist scientists in conducting
forensic tests on evidence submitted to a crime laboratory for analysis.

I

800.836.7822 Northeast State Community College I www.NortheastState.edu

Pre-Teacher Education: K-6
AST
The Associate of Science in Teaching degree program in K-6 education is designed for individuals who intend to
complete the first two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year
college or university to complete the bachelor’s degree program in K-6 education.

Sport and Leisure Management:
Parks and Recreation Sport Management
AS
The university parallel program in Parks and Recreation management is designed for individuals who intend to
complete the first two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year
college or university to complete the bachelor’s degree in Parks and Recreation Management. The university parallel
Associate of Science degree program with emphasis in Parks and Recreation Management is designed for transfer
to East Tennessee State University and may be accepted by other regional college and universities which offer a
bachelor’s degree in Parks and Recreation Management.

Pre-Teacher Education:
Pre-K Early Childhood Educationn
AS
The university parallel program in Pre K-3 Early Childhood
Education is designed for individuals who intend to complete
the first two years of a baccalaureate degree program at
Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or
university to complete the bachelor’s degree program in
Pre K-3 Early Childhood Education.

Pre-Teacher Education – Physical Education
AS
The university parallel program in Physical Education is designed for individuals who intend to complete the first
two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or university
to complete the bachelor’s degree program in Physical Education.

Pre-Teacher Education – Secondary Education
AA and AS
The university parallel program in Secondary Education is designed for individuals who intend to complete the first
two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or university
to complete the bachelor’s degree program in Education. The curriculum includes general education and other
selected courses typically required in a baccalaureate degree program in Education. Students who successfully
complete the program and meet other requirements may receive state teacher licensure.
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A

t Northeast State, we’re here to
get you where you want to go. Get
the education you need, find the
job you want, earn the money you
deserve. People of all ages and
backgrounds come to Northeast
State to improve their lives in
practical ways.

Pre-Teacher Education – Special Education

Allied Health: Surgical Technology

AS

AAS

The university parallel program in Special Education is designed for individuals who intend to complete the first two
years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or university to
complete the bachelor’s degree program in Education. The curriculum includes general education and other selected
courses typically required in a baccalaureate degree program in Education. Students who successfully complete the
program and meet other requirements may receive state teacher licensure.

The Surgical Technology program provides the general education core,
program specific courses, and the clinical practicum to prepare
students for a career as a Certified Surgical Technologist.

Public Safety and Justice Administration:
Public Safety and Police Science

Humanities

AAS
The Public Safety and Police Science Program is designed to prepare
individuals for employment in the fields of law enforcement, public safety,
or homeland security. The program emphasizes the professional
knowledge and skills essential for careers of law enforcement
and public safety or related fields.

Sport and Leisure Management: Sport Management
AS
The university parallel program in Sport Management is designed for individuals who intend to complete the first
two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or university
to complete the bachelor’s degree in Sport Management.

Health-Related Professions
Cardiovascular Technology - Invasive Option
AAS
The Cardiovascular Technology program Invasive Option provides the general education core, program specific
courses, and the clinical practicum to prepare students for a career as a Cardiovascular Technologist.

Digital Media
AS
The university parallel Associate of Science degree program with an emphasis in Digital Media is designed
for transfer to East Tennessee State University and most other regional colleges and universities which offer a
bachelor’s degree program in Digital Media.

General Education Core
AA and AS
The university parallel Associate of Arts or Associate of Science - General Education Core Certificate program is
designed for transfer to TBR Colleges and most other regional colleges and universities which offer a bachelor’s
degree program.

General Tennessee Board of Regents Transfer
AA and AS
General degree program is designed for transfer to TBR Colleges and most other regional colleges and universities
which offer a bachelor’s degree program.

General University of Tennessee at Knoxville Transfer
AA and AS

Cardiovascular Technology Non-Invasive Option

The university parallel Associate of Arts and Associate of Science - General programs are designed for individuals
who have not selected a major area of study but intend to complete the first two years of a baccalaureate degree
program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or university to complete the bachelor’s degree.

AAS

Philosophy-Religious Studies

The Cardiovascular Technology program Non-Invasive Option
provides the general education core, program specific courses,
and the clinical practicum for a career as
a Registered Cardiac Sonographer.

Cardiovascular Technology - Invasive Option
AAS
The Cardiovascular Technology program Invasive Option provides the general education core, program specific
courses, and the clinical practicum to prepare students for a career as a Cardiovascular Technologist.

Allied Health: Dental Assisting
AAS and Certificate*
The Dental Assisting program provides the general education core,
program specific courses, and clinical practicum to prepare
students for a career as a dental assistant.

Allied Health: EMT-Paramedic
AAS and Certificate*
The EMT-Paramedic program provides the general education core,
program specific courses, and the clinical practicum to prepare
students for a career as a paramedic serving in the pre-hospital
and in-hospital environments.

Allied Health:
Medical Laboratory Technology

AA and AS
The university parallel degree program with an emphasis in Philosophy/Religious Studies is designed for transfer to
East Tennessee State University and most other regional colleges and universities which offer a bachelor’s degree
program in Philosophy/Religious Studies.

Visual Art and Design
AA
The university parallel program in Visual Art and Design is designed for individuals who intend to complete the
first two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or
university to complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Visual Art and Design.

Mathematics
Business
AS
The university parallel program with emphasis in Business is designed for individuals who intend to complete
the first two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college
or university to complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Business or a business related field such as
Accounting, Economics, Finance, Management, or Marketing.

Mathematics
AS
The university parallel program with emphasis in Mathematics
is designed for individuals who intend to complete the first two years
of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer
to a four-year college or university to complete the bachelor’s degree
with a major in Mathematics.

AAS

Pre-Engineering

The Medical Laboratory Technology program provides the general
education core, program specific courses, and the clinical practicum
to prepare students for careers as a Medical Laboratory Technician.

AS
The university parallel program with emphasis in Pre-Engineering is designed for individuals who intend to
complete the first two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a fouryear college or university to complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Engineering. Emphasis areas include
Chemical, Computer, General, and Industrial and Systems.
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Pre-Industrial Technology

Pre-Dental Hygiene

AS
The university parallel program with emphasis in Pre-Industrial Technology is designed for individuals who intend
to complete the first two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year
college or university to complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Industrial Technology.

AS
The university parallel program in Pre-Dental Hygiene is designed for individuals who intend to complete the first
two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or university
to complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Pre-Dental Hygiene.

Surveying and Mapping

Pre-Nursing – ETSU

AS
The university parallel program with emphasis in Surveying and Mapping is designed for individuals who intend to
complete the first two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year
college or university to complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Surveying and Mapping.

AS
The university parallel Associate of Science degree program with
emphasis in Pre-Nursing is designed for transfer to East Tennessee
State University and may be accepted by other regional colleges
and universities which offer a bachelor’s degree program
in Pre-Nursing.

Nursing
Nursing
AAS
The Nursing program prepares individuals to become registered nurses. The associate degree nurse is a generalist
whose practice encompasses the interrelated roles of care provider, manager of care, and a member of the
comprehensive health care team.

Science
Pre-Cardiopulmonary Science
AS
The university parallel program in Pre-Cardiopulmonary Science is designed for individuals who intend to complete
the first two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or
university to complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Cardiopulmonary Science.

Environmental Health
AS
The university parallel program in Environmental Health is designed for individuals who intend to complete the first
two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or university
to complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Environmental Health.

Occupational Health
AS
The university parallel program in Occupational Health is designed for individuals who intend to complete the first
two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or university
to complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Occupational Health.

Pre-Occupational Therapy Transfer to Milligan College
AS
The university parallel program with an intent to apply for the
graduate level degree in Occupational Therapy at Milligan College
is designed for individuals who intend to complete the first two years
of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then
transfer to a four-year college or university to complete
a bachelor’s degree.

Pre-Medical Technology Transfer to LMU
AS
The university parallel program in Pre-Medical Technology –
Transfer to Lincoln Memorial University is designed for individuals
who intend to complete the first two years of a baccalaureate degree
program at Northeast State and then transfer to Lincoln Memorial
University to complete the bachelor’s degree in medical technology.

Pre-Veterinary Science Transfer to LMU
AS
The university parallel program in Pre-Veterinary Science –
Transfer to Lincoln Memorial University is designed for individuals
who intend to complete the first two years of a baccalaureate
degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to
Lincoln Memorial University to complete the bachelor’s degree in
veterinary science, which is a requirement for entrance
into veterinary school.
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Pre-Nursing – King College
AS
The articulation agreement with King College in Bristol, Tennessee,
in Pre-Nursing is designed for individuals who intend to complete
the first two years of a baccalaureate degree program at
Northeast State and then transfer to King College to complete
the bachelor’s degree with a major in nursing.

Pre-Nursing – Milligan College
AS
The university parallel Associate of Science degree program with emphasis in Pre-Nursing is accepted for transfer
by Milligan College, which offers a bachelor’s degree program in the field of nursing.

Pre-Pharmacy
AS
The university parallel program in Pre-Pharmacy is designed for
individuals who intend to complete the first two years of a degree
program at Northeast State and then begin the professional
pharmacy program in pursuit of the Doctor of Pharmacy degree or
transfer to a four-year college or university to complete additional
coursework prior to applying to Pharmacy School.

Pre-Radiography
AS
The university parallel program in Pre-Radiography is designed for individuals who intend to complete the first two
years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or university to
complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Radiography.

Advanced Technologies/Business Technologies
Business Management – Accounting Technology*
Certificate
The Accounting Technology certificate program prepares individuals to perform accounting functions and enhances
the skills and abilities of persons currently employed in this career field.

Business Management – Accounting
AAS
The Accounting program prepares individuals for employment in corporate accounting positions and in firms which
provide accounting services and enhances the skills and abilities of persons currently employed in this career field.

Business Management –
Management
AAS
The Management program prepares individuals for positions
in large-scale business, industrial, and governmental
organizations and enhances the skills of individuals currently
employed in these organizations.

Business Management –
Small Business Management
AAS
The Small Business Management program prepares individuals
for small business management positions and enhances the
practical skills and abilities of small business owners and managers.
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Chemical Process Operations*

Electrical Technology - Electromechanical

Certificate
The Chemical Process Operations certificate program includes courses that prepare individuals for employment in
chemical or related industries.

AAS
The Electromechanical program prepares individuals for employment in electrical and mechanical maintenance
fields as entry level maintenance technicians.

Computer-Aided Drafting*
Certificate
The Computer-Aided Drafting academic certificate prepares
individuals for possible employment as a detail drafter or drafting
design apprentice in the manufacturing or industrial environment,
construction field assistant, production process apprentice, or an
entry-level position in estimating and procurement.

Computer and Information Sciences - Computer Programming
AAS
The Computer Programming degree program is designed to prepare individuals for employment as computer
programmers, programming assistants, maintenance programmers, and related positions in the information
technology career field.

Computer and Information Sciences - Information Assurance
AAS
The Information Assurance Concentration will focus on topics in cyber-security and digital forensics. The students
will learn how to fortify computer networks in order to prevent security breaches from cyber-terrorists or other
intruders. In addition, students will learn how to recover data using digital forensics techniques.

Construction Electricity*
Certificate
The Construction Electricity certificate program prepares individuals
for employment in areas of residential, industrial, and commercial
wiring. The program emphasizes wiring procedures and requirements
set forth by the National Electrical Code.

Computer and Information Sciences - Information Assurance
AAS
The Information Assurance Concentration will focus on topics in cyber-security and digital forensics. The students
will learn how to fortify computer networks in order to prevent security breaches from cyber-terrorists or other
intruders. In addition, students will learn how to recover data using digital forensics techniques.

General Technology
AAS
The General Technology program is designed for students who wish to complete a two-year degree applicable to
immediate employment.

Industrial Technology –
Automotive Service*
Certificate
The Automotive Service certificate program
prepares individuals as automotive technicians.

Industrial Technology – Automotive Service
AAS
The Automotive Service program prepares individuals as automotive technicians and as automotive service center
managers.

Industrial Technology - Auto Body Service*
Certificate
The Auto Body Service program prepares individuals with knowledge and skills that will enable them to repair a
modern automobile that has been involved in a major or minor collision.

Industrial Technology - Automotive Body/Collision Repair
AAS
The Automotive Body/Collision Repair program prepares individuals with knowledge and skills that will enable them
to repair a modern automobile that has been involved in a major or minor collision.

Industrial Technology –
Combination Welding*
Certificate
The Combination Welding technical certificate program
is designed to prepare individuals for employment as
welders in an industrial setting.

Internet and Web Development
AAS
The Internet and Web Development program concentrates on teaching the design and management of third
generation web sites using the latest software and multimedia tools to position individuals at the leading edge of
Internet and E-commerce technologies.

Networking Systems
AAS
The Networking Engineering Technology program is designed
to prepare individuals for employment as computer network
technicians, network and cable installers, and network administrators
in a Microsoft networking environment.

Personal Computer Management
AAS
The Personal Computer Management program is designed to prepare individuals to set up and network personal
computer equipment, install software and hardware, and analyze/correct problems encountered by computer
users.

Electrical Technology - Electrical
AAS
The Electrical program prepares individuals for employment as
electricians in residential, commercial, and industrial settings.
The program stresses wiring procedures and requirements set forth
by the National Electrical Code.
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Engineering Design Technology
AAS
The Engineering Design Technology program prepares individuals for employment as industrial design drafters and
engineering technicians in specific disciplines. The curriculum incorporates guidelines developed by the American
National Standards Institute, American Institute of Steel Construction, American Society of Mechanical Engineers,
and ISO (International Standards Organization).

Industrial Technology – HVAC*
Certificate
The Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning (HVAC) Certificate program prepares individuals for positions in the
Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning industry. Instruction is provided in the maintenance, troubleshooting, and
installation of HVAC equipment.

Industrial Technology – Machine Tool
AAS
The Machine Tool program prepares individuals for employment in an
industrial setting as machinists and computer numerical control (CNC)
programmer/operators. Students gain experience operating different
pieces of manufacturing equipment to include machine lathes, mills,
grinders, and CAD/CAM software.
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Industrial Technology – Machine Tool Operations*
Certificate
The Machine Tool Operations certificate program prepares individuals as machinists capable of reading blueprints
and operating precision measuring instruments, metal turning lathes, milling machines, and computer numerical
control (CNC) equipment.

Industrial Technology – Manufacturing
AAS
The Manufacturing program prepares individuals to function effectively in technical/management positions in an
industrial environment.

Industrial Technology – Mechanical
AAS
The Mechanical program prepares individuals for positions in heating, ventilation, air conditioning (HVAC),
and industrial maintenance career fields. Students receive classroom and laboratory instruction in areas of
air conditioning and heating, mechanical transmissions, hydraulics and pneumatics, and industrial safety with
particular emphasis focused in electricity.

Tennessee Transfer Pathways
Accounting – Tennessee Transfer Pathway**
AS
The university parallel program with emphasis in Accounting is designed for individuals who intend to complete
the first two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or
university to complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Accounting.

Biology - Tennessee
Transfer Pathway**
AS
The university parallel program in Biology is designed for individuals
who intend to complete the first two years of a baccalaureate degree
program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or
university to complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Biology.

Industrial Technology – Motor Sports

Business Administration - Tennessee Transfer Pathway**

AAS
The Motor Sports program prepares individuals for employment in the motor sports automotive service industry as
an entry-level technician.

AS
The university parallel program with emphasis in Business is designed for individuals who intend to complete the
first two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or
university to complete a Bachelor’s of Business Administration (BBA).

Industrial Technology – Welding and Metal Fabrication
AAS
The Welding/Metal Fabrication program prepares individuals as welders or metal fabricators.

Office Administration Technology –
General
AAS
The General Office program prepares individuals for employment as
secretaries, office managers, or administrative assistants
in a general office setting.

Chemistry - Tennessee Transfer Pathway**
AS
The university parallel program in Chemistry is designed for individuals who intend to complete the first two years of
a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or university to complete
the bachelor’s degree with a major in Chemistry.

Computer Science Tennessee Transfer Pathway**
AS
The university parallel program in Computer Science – is designed
for individuals who intend to complete the first two years of a
baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a
four-year college or university to complete the bachelor’s degree with a
major in Computer Science.

Criminal Justice - Tennessee Transfer Pathway)
Office Administration Technology – Legal
AAS
The Legal Office program prepares individuals for employment as secretaries, office managers, or administrative
assistants in law enforcement offices, courts, or legal offices.

Office Administration Technology – Medical
AAS
The Medical Office program prepares individuals for employment as insurance clerks, patient account
representatives, medical transcriptionists, medical secretaries, or medical office assistants.

Office Technology*
Certificate
The Office Technology technical certificate program prepares individuals for entry-level duties in technologyintensive office environments.

Manufacturing Technology
AS
The university parallel program in Manufacturing Technology is designed for individuals who intend to complete
the first two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or
university to complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Manufacturing Technology.

AA and AS
The university parallel program in Criminal Justice is designed for individuals who intend to complete the first two
years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or university to
complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Criminal Justice.

Economics - Tennessee Transfer Pathway**
AA and AS
The university parallel program in Economics is designed for individuals who intend to complete the first two years of
a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or university to complete
the bachelor’s degree with a major in Economics.

English - Tennessee Transfer Pathway**
AA
The university parallel program in English is designed for individuals who intend to complete the first two years of a
baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or university to complete
the bachelor’s degree with a major in English.

Exercise Science Tennessee Transfer Pathway**
AS
The university parallel program in Exercise Science is designed for
individuals who intend to complete the first two years of a baccalaureate
degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year
college or university to complete the bachelor’s degree in Exercise
Science.

Foreign Language - Tennessee Transfer Pathway**

*Note for selected certificates: For more information about our graduation rates, the median
debt of students who completed the program, and other important information, please visit our
website at, http://www.northeaststate.edu/default.asp?DocumentID=2610.
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AA
The university parallel program in Foreign Language is designed for individuals who intend to complete the first two
years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or university to
complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Foreign Language.
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History - Tennessee
Transfer Pathway**

Pre-Health Tennessee Transfer Pathway**

AA and AS
The university parallel program in History is designed for individuals
who intend to complete the first two years of a baccalaureate degree
program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or
university to complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in History.

AS
The university parallel program in Pre-Health Professions is designed
for individuals who intend to complete the first two years of a
baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to
a four-year college or university to complete the bachelor’s degree in a
health-related occupations career field such as chiropractic medicine,
medicine, optometry, dentistry, veterinary medicine or other healthrelated professions.

Information Systems - Tennessee Transfer Pathway**
AS
The university parallel program in Information Systems – is designed for individuals who intend to complete the first
two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or university
to complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Information Systems.

Kinesiology - Tennessee Transfer Pathway**
AS
The university parallel program in Kinesiology is designed for individuals who intend to complete the first two
years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or university to
complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Kinesiology.

Mass Communication - Tennessee Transfer Pathway**
AA and AS
The university parallel program in Mass Communication is designed for individuals who intend to complete the first
two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or university
to complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Mass Communication.

Mathematics - Tennessee Transfer Pathway**
AS
The university parallel program with emphasis in Mathematics is designed for individuals who intend to complete
the first two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or
university to complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Mathematics.

Physics - Tennessee Transfer Pathway**
AS
The university parallel program in Physics is designed for individuals who intend to complete the first two years of
a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or university to complete
the bachelor’s degree with a major in Physics.

Political Science Tennessee Transfer Pathway**
AA and AS
The university parallel program in Political Science is designed for
individuals who intend to complete the first two years of a baccalaureate
degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year
college or university to complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in
Political Science.

Pre-Engineering Civil Tennessee Transfer Pathway**
AS
The university parallel program with emphasis in Pre-Engineering: Civil
is designed for individuals who intend to complete the first two years of
a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to
a four-year college or university to complete the bachelor’s degree with a
major in Civil Engineering.

Pre-Engineering Electrical Engineering Tennessee Transfer Pathway**

Pre-Occupational Therapy Tennessee Transfer Pathway**
AS
The university parallel program in Pre-Occupational Therapy is
designed for individuals who intend to complete the first two years of a
baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a
four-year college or university to complete the bachelor’s degree with a
major in Occupational Health.

Pre-Physical Therapy - Tennessee Transfer Pathway**
AS
The university parallel program with intent to apply for a graduate leveldegree in Physical Therapy is designed for
individuals who intend to complete the first two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then
transfer to a four-year college or university to complete a bachelor’s degree.

Psychology - Tennessee Transfer Pathway**
AA and AS
The university parallel program in Psychology is designed for individuals who intend to complete the first two
years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or university to
complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Psychology.

Social Work - Tennessee Transfer Pathway**
AA and AS
The university parallel program in Social Work is designed for individuals who intend to complete the first two
years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or university to
complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Social Work.

Sociology - Tennessee Transfer Pathway**
AA and AS
The university parallel program in Sociology is designed for individuals who intend to complete the first two years of
a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or university to complete
the bachelor’s degree program in Sociology.

Speech Communication - Tennessee Transfer Pathway**
AA and AS
The university parallel program in Speech Communication is designed for individuals who intend to complete the first
two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year college or university
to complete the bachelor’s degree program in Speech Communication.

Theatre - Tennessee
Transfer Pathway**
AA and AS
The university parallel program in Theatre is designed for
individuals who intend to complete the first two years of a
baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer
to a four-year college or university to complete the bachelor’s
degree with a major in Theatre.

AS
The university parallel program with emphasis in Pre-Engineering: Electrical is designed for individuals who intend
to complete the first two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year
college or university to complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Electrical Engineering.

Pre-Engineering Electrical Mechanical Tennessee Transfer Pathway**
AS
The university parallel program with emphasis in Pre-Engineering: Mechanical is designed for individuals who intend
to complete the first two years of a baccalaureate degree program at Northeast State and then transfer to a four-year
college or university to complete the bachelor’s degree with a major in Mechanical Engineering.
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**This program was designed as a Tennessee Transfer Path to UT/TBR four year universities in compliance with
Complete College Tennessee Act of 2010. Programs with this designation are intended to provide a seamless transfer
between all schools in the Tennessee Board of Regents or University of Tennessee systems. Therefore, students
completing this program should expect a seamless transfer to any public university in Tennessee. The program may also
transfer to private colleges.
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Think you have to quit your job
to go to college?
Think again. Think Next Step.
NextStep is a fast-track alternative delivery program. Through this program, students may complete an Associate of Science Degree in
General Studies (University Parallel) in 22 months.* Following completion of the degree, students may transfer to a four-year institution for
completion of the bachelor’s degree. NextStep is a component of the Accelerated Studies Program and is organized around a cohort
concept. Generally, students attend classes one night each week**, complete coursework via Interactive Television (ITV) and online
modalities, and progress with the same group of students. Classes are generally held in 7 week blocks, allowing students continual progress
through the program.
* Completion time may vary according to the number of courses taken each semester.
** Based on course availability or student schedule, students may attend classes more than one night each week.
Refer to the A.S. in General Studies Degree Planning Guide for a detailed outline of the degree program in the NextStep format.
NOTE: New NextStep students are required to attend a NextStep Orientation / First Day of Classes. Students must attend a designated
NextStep Registration in order to register for classes in this program.

Next Step

For more information:
423.279.7651
jgthacker@NortheastState.edu
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For a quality, affordable education,
apply now for the fall semester
Visit www.NortheastState.edu/apply to apply online
Apply for financial aid
Staff assistance available
Register upon completing application
Apply and register as soon as possible to
get the best class choices
For online and hybrid courses,
visit www.NortheastState.edu/edl
Classes start Aug. 26
For more information,

800.836.7822

Follow Northeast State here:
www.facebook.com/northeaststate
www.twitter.com/northeaststate
www.youtube.com/northeaststatevideo

