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Faculty Spotlight
Rita Strauser
Adjunct Faculty
Mathematics
Tell a little about yourself, background, number of years at NeSCC,
interests, educational background/degrees, and perhaps something
unique that others don’t know about you.
Originally, I am a New Englander, born and raised in the Boston area for 22
years where I received my Bachelor of Science degree in Education from the
University of Massachusetts. In addition to teaching, I enjoy family time,
sewing, ice-skating at the Bristol Motor Speedway/Knoxville, and my Bible
study group. Read more +.

Tech Time
NEED HELP WITH D2L?
CHECK OUT THIS RESOURCE MADE SPECIFICALLY FOR YOU!
This course should be visible in your D2L list of courses for the current
semester. If it is not, please contact Mike Collins and you will immediately be
added to this course as a student. We designed this course to be a resource
for all faculty, available 24 hours a day from any location where you have
internet access. It features information ranging from basic D2L instructions to
best practices regarding pedagogy. It is not for online instructors only! Any
instructor who uses D2L can benefit from the information in this course. The
D2L course is not complete—it will constantly be updated. Please take some
time and look through this course. See if you find the answers to any
questions you may have.

Maintaining Social Togetherness
A suggestion from Jim Kelly
Associate Professor of History and Humanities
As we continue to find ways to effectively and meaningfully interact with our
students during this trying and uncertain time, I have posted the following
message on my course homepages to highlight the fact that we should stop
using the term "social distancing," because it implies that we are excluding
social interactions, and we certainly don't want to do that.
Imagine how this phrase opens up a new way of thinking about this crisis and
the learning opportunities it affords: IN THIS TIME OF CORONAVIRUS, WE
ARE PRACTICING PHYSICAL DISTANCING WHILE MAINTAINING SOCIAL
TOGETHERNESS.

Northeast Nation News
CARES programs raises more than $17,000 for students
In one month, the Northeast State Foundation and its supporters have raised
more than $17,500 to assist students with emergency resources in coping
with the COVID-19 pandemic. The effort, titled College Aid in Response to an
Emergency Situation (CARES), helps with food, transportation, childcare,
living expenses, Internet and computer access, and community resources.
Read more+.

RCAM works to make face shields for health care workers
In a laboratory at Northeast State’s Regional Center of Advanced
Manufacturing (RCAM) Academy in Kingsport, the whirring sound of 3D
printing machines turned out detailed products. Not much different from a
regular lab day. Except the machines were not being used for instruction, but
the manufacturing of headgear for face shields used by health care workers on
the front lines of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. Read more +.

Dennis Courtney, executive director of Streamworks in Kingsport and NE State
adjunct professor, works on a face shield.

Who: Blountville Adjunct Faculty Workroom and Evening Services
When: Upon our return to campus
Where: General Studies Building, Room C2308/C2310

Technical Education Complex
Messer Construction has begun to polish the first floor and install carpet on
the second floor, both signs that the project close to completion.

Professional Development
►NeSCC Professional Development Webpage: Email suggestions for
professional development topics to Dr. Jane Honeycutt.
►CTL Professional Development Registration: Join us for any or all of the
professional development activities.

Reminders
►Adjunct Pay Dates – Spring 2020
►Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)
►May 4-9 - Final exam period
►May 11 - All grades due by 4:30 p.m. in the Student Information System.
The grading system will not be available after this time; the dean will have to
be contacted for grade entry once the deadline has passed.
►May 12 - Virtual Commencement
►Summer Term
May 13 - Intersession begins
June 4 - First and full summer sessions begin
July 13 - Second session begins
►Aug. 24 - Fall classes begin

Professional Resources
►Faculty Focus--Higher Education Teaching Strategies from Magna
Publications
►University of Virginia Teaching Resources Center
►American Welding Society
►Teaching Commons
►The Teaching Professor-Free Resources
►Skills USA
►Khan Academy
►National Science Foundation
►National Radio Astronomy Observatory
►Education Corner
►Tennessee Higher Education Commission and Student Assistance Corp.

How do you...?
►Record Student Attendance in Banner
►Sign up for Emergency Alerts
►Record Final Grades in Banner

Constant Content
►NeSCC Adjunct Faculty Resources
►NeSCC Academic Calendar
►Adjunct Focus Newsletter Repository
►Keeping Our Promise Peer Mentoring
►Student Referral System (Early Alert)
►Policy and Procedures
►Emergency Procedures Quick Tips
►NEED HELP WITH D2L?
CHECK OUT THIS RESOURCE MADE SPECIFICALLY FOR YOU! This course
should be visible in your D2L list of courses for the current semester. If it is
not, please contact Mike Collins and you will immediately be added to this
course as a student. We designed this course to be a resource for all faculty,
available 24 hours a day from any location where you have internet access. It
features information ranging from basic D2L instructions to best practices
regarding pedagogy. It is not for online instructors only! Any instructor who
uses D2L can benefit from the information in this course. The D2L course is
not complete—it will constantly be updated. Please take some time and look
through this course. See if you find the answers to any questions you may
have.

Accessibility
"Allowing a student with a hidden disability (ADHD, Anxiety, Dyslexia) to
struggle academically or socially when all that is needed for success are
appropriate accommodations and explicit instructions is no different than
failing to provide a ramp for a person in a wheelchair." - unknown
Accessible means that a person with a disability can:
•
•
•
•

acquire the same information
engage in the same interactions
enjoy the same services in a manner that is
equally effective

• equally integrated • substantially equivalent in its ease of use •
approximately equivalent in time commitment as a person without a disability
Accommodations are:
• person specific
• fulfilled in the moment
• planned for an individual
Accessibility is:
• global
• ready before hand
• can be used by everyone
Accessible materials provide your course information in a manner that can be
consumed by the widest audience possible, by learners with the largest range
of abilities. The goal is to exclude no student from any learning activity or
content. To achieve that goal, it is necessary to have some familiarity with
how some adaptive technologies work so that you may create, produce, and
choose learning materials and activities that all your students can enjoy.
All full-time and adjunct faculty are enrolled in the Online Teaching and
Learning site in D2L, where the Center for Teaching and Learning has created
a tab entitled Accessibility. There you will find all the instructions you need to
make your course documents and videos accessible to all students by the time
your new semester begins. Feel free to request individual assistance. You can
contact Dr. Jane Honeycutt at jbhoneycutt@northeaststate.edu.

Suggestion Box
Suggestion Box Please provide content suggestions to Tammy Bartlett or Jim
Kelly.
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